
Join us for Folk and 
Intergenerational Sunday 
Worship, October 22 at  
10:00 a.m.
•	 9:00 a.m. - Adult Study Class
•	 10:00 a.m. - Service (no Sunday School) 
•	 5:30	p.m.	-	Stone	Soup	Supper	 
(prep	at	3:30)

Called	to	Serve
Elders: Rick Olsen, Teresa Shaw
Home	Communion: Pamella Doerksen
Preparing	Deacons: Allan Doerksen, Pat 

Malone 
Serving	Deacons: Hugh Olsen, Connor 

Williams, Holden Williams, Maya Herb*
Coffee	Cart	and	Snack: Teanna McMahan
Flowers: na
Greeter:	Lynda Shurtleff
Sunday	Worship	Accessibility	
Hearing	assistance	devices,	large	print	 
bulletins and hymnals are available. 
Sermons	Online	
http://heartofcorvallis.org/recent-sermons/

Stone	Soup	Meal	Count	
Tuesday,	10/10	-	103
Saturday,	10/14	-	100
Sunday,	10/15	-	92

Staff
Rev. Matt Gordon ..................... Senior Minister
Matthew Clark ............................Choir Director 
Eric Qian ............................................... Pianist
Charlene Lincoln ....................Church Secretary
Jill Shinkawa ...........Communications Manager
Kevin Weaver ....................................... Paladin
Lucas Teeter ..Disciples	House	Resident	Advisor
Christa Schmeder .....Director	of	Youth	Ministry
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From the Past Sunday… 

Rev. Rob Kirby introduces himself to 
the congregation as the new Campus 
Pastor/Executive Director at WestM. 

2017 Thanksgiving Special Offering
From the very beginnings of the move-
ment, Disciples have founded institu-
tions of higher learning, encouraging 
students in their intellectual pursuits. 
The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) is still committed to higher 
education. Currently, over 50,000 
students attend our fourteen Disciples 
related colleges and universities or seven 
seminaries and divinity houses. And 
in the past twelve months, over 12,000 
students have graduated from these fine 
schools. 
On November 12 and 19, Disciples 
churches across the US and Canada will 
collect the Thanksgiving offering. Your 
gift to the Thanksgiving offering helps to 
support the work of our institutions of 
higher learning in many ways: financial-
ly supporting Disciples related schools, 

providing undergraduate scholarships 
and support for spiritual life offices, and 
providing scholarships and support for 
those pursuing theological education. 
This November, please give generously 
to this year’s Thanksgiving offering. 
Your gifts make a world of difference as 
Disciples continue our legacy of sup-
porting education and our institutions 
of higher learning.

Smiling, shiny people impart their 
wishes to Charlene for a fun and 
adventure-filled retirement! 



I was reading a story about a man who 
saw something that scared him. The 
storyteller says that the color faded 
from his face and he froze. His fear 
drained him of life and debilitated 
him. Fear is powerful. Fear is unavoid-
able. I am beginning to see that fear is 
something else too—fear is profitable. 
Churches use fear to increase their 
attendance. Newspapers use fear to 
increase their readership. News chan-
nels use fear to get people to tune in. 
Politicians use fear to get votes. 
Fear can be healthy and fear can be 
protective. My fear can prevent me 
from putting myself in dangerous situ-
ations and can prevent from making 
horrible mistakes. Fear can help devel-
op appropriate and healthy boundar-
ies. Fear is a vulnerable subject for me 
because it is something that I wrestle 
with and is not easy for me to explore 
openly with others. In my experience, 
fear can also prevent me from being 
honest. Fear can prevent me from 
taking risks. Fear can prevent me from 
reaching my full potential. Fear can 
prevent me from trying harder. 
The Bible speaks about fear in an inter-
esting way. There are stories of people 
encountering God and being afraid. It 

would seem, however, that God does 
not want people to be afraid. Consider 
the story of Mary and Joseph. They 
were terrified, but the angel said, “Do 
not be afraid, for God is with you.” I 
suppose like anything else in life, there 
is a balance between healthy fear and 
irrational fear, but often the paralyzing 
and life-draining impact of fear can 
leave us wounded and exhausted.
This Sunday, we will explore Daniel 6, 
the story of Daniel in the lions’ den. 
What is fear? How does fear shape us? 
What happens when fear takes over? 
What happens when we go into the 
lions’ den and our lives are threatened? 
How do we filter out the external 
voices of fear in our life? How about 
our internal voices of fear? 
Peace and love, Matt

Craft	Fair
Thank you to everyone who attended 
the Craft Fair wrap-up meeting. There 
were many positive stories shared and 
many ideas on how to improve gen-
erated. Some key volunteers already 
stepped forward to run things for 
2018. We know this was a good year 
for us financially and are still balancing 
our income and expense sheets. Profit 
numbers will be released soon and 

we will send a check to Jackson Street 
Youth Shelter.

Where	are	the	Church	Directories?
We submitted the first proof with 
changed to Lifetouch and expect to 
see a corrected proof soon. If all the 
changes are accepted and we approve 
of the final proof, we should see the 
directories sometime in November.

Relying on the spirit and story of the gospels, First Christian Church 
is supported primarily by donations. There is no charge for any 
event. We rely on freely given offerings to support our various minis-
tries and opportunities. 

Your contributions and gifts allow us to continue to be a radically 
inclusive, justice-driven community of faith every day of the week. 
Thank you in advance for your gifts.

Matt’s Minute

Rev.	Matt	Gordon	
Senior	Minister 
Church	phone:	541-753.2671	 
Email:	matt@heartofcorvallis.org

Open	Office	Hours:		
Mondays:	9:00	a.m.	-	1:00	p.m.	 
Tuesdays:	1:00	p.m.	-	-4:00	p.m.

“I carried my fear of the world
and it became my teacher.
I carried it, and it repaid me
by teaching me how to carry it.
I carried my fear of the world
the way an animal carries a kill in its jaws
but in reverse: I was the kill, the gift.
Whose feet would I be left at?”
-from “What I Carried” by Maggie Smith



In Our Prayers
Marcene Stuart
Susan Mohr’s mother passed away. 
Prayers for her family. 
Vicki Young 
Jim Stinson 
Doris Montgomery
Prill’s mother, Betty 
Teanna McMahan and her family 
Margaret Coon 
Roger Weaver and his family
Lynnie Evans and family
Joyce Miller  
For all affected by the fires in 
California
For all the victims of the Las Vegas 
shooting
All those affected by the earth-
quake in Mexico
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and all 
affected by hurricanes
Our world, our country and our 
leaders

Corvallis Youth  
Collective (CYC) Events
The Corvallis Youth Collective is a 
collaboration between our church, 
First Presbyterian Church, First United 
Methodist Church, Grace Lutheran, 
and First Congregational United 
Church of Christ (UCC). It is a won-
derful opportunity for our young folks 
to meet other youth group students in 
Corvallis. 
October 29 and November 12, 4-6 

p.m. - Clay night at CHS ceramics 
studio. For middle and high school 
students.

November 17, Tween and Teen 
Movie Night at First Presbyterian 
- Goonies (PG). Doors open at 5:30, 
movie starts at 6 p.m. I believe this 
one is open for 5th - 12th graders. I 
will double check as it gets closer!

And more… stay tuned. 

Advent Booklet
Christmas memories can be joyous but they can be sad as well. Memories con-
taining loved ones that are now absent from our lives, memories of hopes and 
dreams never quite living up to the reality of the season much less our lives can 
haunt our reflections of Advent. Sometimes we must create new memories and 
traditions. Advent reflections can inspire us to new understandings of what it 
means to wait for Jesus. 
The theme this year is “In this house, sacred spaces and places.” Your reflection 
may be the very idea that breaths life into someone else. Submission deadline is 
November 12. Send submissions to Teresa at: ggroomers@hotmail.com

Update on Hurricane Irma in Florida -  
October 13, 2017 By Caroline Hamilton-Arnold, Associate Director
“We feel a bit forgotten,” said one 
homeowner south of Daytona, Florida, 
during my recent visit. After sharing 
the frustrations of understaffed FEMA 
offices and the rapidly diminishing 
numbers of volunteers coming to help 
with cleanup and rebuild, she said 
frankly: “I know the situation is worse 
in Puerto Rico and across Texas, but I 
need help, too.”
After causing extreme damage across 
the Caribbean as the strongest Atlantic 
hurricane since Wilma in 2005, Hur-
ricane Irma made landfall in Florida as 
a Category 3 hurricane and proceeded 
up the backbone of the peninsula. 
Some of the hardest hit areas were not 
in the path of the eye, but along the 
east coast, where the “dirty side” of the 
hurricane caused extensive wind dam-
age and flooding. In Daytona, flooding 
came from multiple sources: storm 
surge, rising rivers, and overwhelmed 

city drainage. 
In Volusia County, which includes 
the city of Daytona, more than 17,000 
households received assistance from 
FEMA. Of those, 8,000 households 
were elderly, disabled, or low-income, 
and needed additional assistance 
to recover. In partnership with the 
Disaster Ministries of the United 
Church of Christ, Week of Compas-
sion has been supporting Volusia 
Interfaiths/Agencies Networking in 
Disaster (VIND), which offices at First 
Christian Church, Daytona. VIND is 
assisting homeowners who were either 
displaced from their homes or living in 
unsafe conditions. They have 200 more 
homes currently in process. 
Week of Compassion will continue to 
support VIND as they assist families 
affected by hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma. The unique situation provides 
an opportunity   — because they are 
already working to recover from 
Hurricane Matthew, VIND has infra-
structure in place to receive volunteers 
for repairs and rebuilding. Where it 
typically takes 6-9 months for commu-
nities to be ready to receive volunteers 
after a disaster, Volusia County is ready 
and eager for volunteers! Because 
Hurricanes Harvey and Maria were 
unprecedented in size and scope, me-
dia attention and volunteer efforts have 
diminished in Florida. Your support is 
needed!

Even three weeks after the hurricane, 
water levels remained precariously 
high. Moderate rains overwhelmed 
the drainage system, causing roads 
to flood again.



What’s Happening…
Who	Stole	the	Cookies?	
We are hosting an all church and friends luncheon and deliciously sweet mys-
tery, after church on October 29. Can you figure out who stole the cookies before 
everyone else? Join us for the lunch and be the “audience” or you could come 
dressed as a character and help distribute clues. Contact Beth Crawford, Dow 
Yeh, Christa Schmeder, or Christy Wright if you would like to be a character. 

Group	4	Meets	in	November
Group 4 will be meeting in the small room at Fireworks on Sunday night, No-
vember 5, at 5:30 p.m. Please let Kathy Crawford (kathy.crawford153@gmail.
com) or Pat Malone (pat.malone.1@comcast.net) know if you are able to attend. 
All are welcome. A link to the menu appears below.  
http://www.fireworkspub.com/menu.html

Announcements… 
Corvallis	High	School	Volunteer	Opportunity!
Do you love to read? Are you interested in volunteering at CHS? Our English 
Workshop needs reading partners on Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 9:45 
until 10:30. The work is easy—we match you with one of our students and you 
read back and forth to one another, stopping to discuss what is happening in the 
book as needed. If interested, please contact Charlyn.ellis@corvallis.k12.or.us. 

FREE	Community	College
Want free Community College even if you have struggled in high school to get 
good grades? The Post Graduate Scholars program is for graduating seniors with 
a GPA less than 2.49 that pays for tuition and fees for one year at Linn Benton 
Community College. Should you have questions about this opportunity please 
contact Cathy Wright at cathy.wright@corvallis.k12.or.us

Liturgist	Sign-Ups
I hope to develop a schedule of worship liturgists for Sunday and special worship 
services. A worship liturgist would be reading a call to worship, call to offering 
and prayer after the offering is received. To sign-up to be a liturgist, you can give 
me a call or sign up here: https://goo.gl/bx51Q7

Around Town… 
Make	a	Joyful	Noise	–	A	Choral	Celebration
Sunday, November 5 at 3:00 p.m. Featuring choirs and ensembles from Mid-Val-
ley churches and partnering congregations. First United Methodist Church, 1165 
NW Monroe. Free will offering in support of United Campus Ministry at OSU. 

Interfaith	Potluck
We would like to invite everyone for the Interfaith Potluck on Sunday, November 
19, at 5:00 p.m. in the Upper Social Hall of St. Mary’s Church, hosted by the St. 
Vincent dePaul Society Thrift Shop. The Upper Social Hall is adjacent to the first 
parking lot on 25th Street just North of the sanctuary.

Lovin’	Lincoln	Fun	Run!
Seventh Annual Lovin’ Lincoln Fun Run - 10k and 5k! Please consider coming 
out on Saturday, October 21. All proceeds will go directly into classrooms, as well 
as help our students participate in field trips. Information about the event and 
volunteering could be found here: bit.ly/lovin-lincoln-run 

Looking Ahead
October	17
•	 1:00	pm	-	Women’s	group	lunch	at	Zoup
October	18
•	 12:15	pm	-	Charlene’s	Retirement	
Luncheon	at	Eats	and	Treats	Cafe,	
Philomath - RSVP by October 11

October	29
•	 After	worship	-	Who Stole the Cookies? 

Luncheon and Mystery-solving Game
November	5
•	 Daylight	Saving	Time	ends	-	Fall	back	

one hour
•	 5:30	pm	-	Group	4	meets	at	Fireworks	

Pub and Pizza
November	16
•	 7:00	pm	-	Women’s	Group	meets	at	the	
Lasaters’

November	19
•	 Harvest	Dinner
December	2
•	 Hanging	of	the	Greens
December	3
•	 First	day	of	Advent
December	10
•	 Choir	Vespers
December	12
•	 1:00	p.m.	-	Women’s	lunch	at	Delicias	
Valley	Cafe	

December	17
•	 Advent	Lantern	Meditation	Walk	

Happy Birthdays!
10/2	-	 Mildred	Evans
10/7	-	 Karen	Griswold
10/8	-	 Lexi	Carrillo,	John	Evans
10/15	-	Marc	Chenard
10/20	-	Richard	Cooley,	Jill	Shinkawa
10/21	-	Ruth	Chadwick
10/26	-	Bill	Thayer,	Prill	Zobel
10/27	-	Cheryl	Zobel
10/28	-	 Jeanette	Maier
Happy Anniversaries
10/1	-	Beth	Crawford	and	Dow	Yeh
10/6	-	Vicki	and	Bob	Young



15
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday	School
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

16
7:00	pm-Program 
Cabinet

17
1:00	pm-Wom-
en’s	lunch	at	Zoup
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

18
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
Noon	-	Office 
Closed
12:15	pm	Char-
lene’s	Retirement	
Luncheon - RSVP

19 20 21
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

22
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Folk	Wor-
ship,	no	Sunday	
School
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

23 24
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

25
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

26 27 28
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

29
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday	School
After	worship-
Who Stole the 
Cookies? 
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

30 31
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

1	November
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

2 3 4
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

5
Daylight	Saving	
Time	Ends
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday	School
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

6 7
3:30	pm-FCC’s	
turn	to	prep/serve	
Stone	Soup	
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

8
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

9 10 11
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

12
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday	School
5:30	pm-Group	4	
meets	at	Fireworks
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

13
7:00	pm-Finance	
Cabinet

14
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

15
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

16
7:00	pm-
Women’s	Group	
meet at the 
Lasaters’

17 18
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

October/November	2017	



Help	us	save	paper,	postage	and	money	- receive the newsletter electronically. 
Send	an	email	to	jill@heartofcorvallis.org	and	put	“Subscribe	Dispatch”	as	the	subject.	If	you	are	not	receiving	the	Disciples	Dispatch	 
please	inform	the	church	office.	

First Christian Church
602 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, Oregon 97333-4515
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please recycle this newsletter.

Our Vision
The First Christian Church of Corvallis is a diverse inclusive community providing a 
living witness to the compassionate Christ. From our central location in the heart of 
Corvallis, we seek out, develop, and support ministries to meet the human needs for 
physical and spiritual wholeness. On the basis of our Disciple heritage, we embrace 
the ecumenical movement, develop lay leadership, and promote intellectual freedom 
in the pursuit of truth. 
All are welcome to participate. Inclusivity is one of our most important values. 


