
Join us for Sunday Worship, 
November 12 at 10:00 a.m.
•	 9:00 a.m. - Adult Study Class
•	 10:00 a.m. - Service (w/Sunday School) 
•	 5:30	p.m.	-	Stone	Soup	Supper	 
(prep	at	3:30)

Called	to	Serve
Elders: Pamella Doerksen, Michael Gordon
Home	Communion: Christa Schmeder
Preparing	Deacons: Lisa Yarbrough 
Serving	Deacons: Cherie Reynolds, Janet 

Chenard, Prill Zobel, Don Zobel*
Coffee	Cart	and	Snack: na
Flowers: na
Greeter:	Vera Rush
Sunday	Worship	Accessibility	
Hearing	assistance	devices,	large	print	 
bulletins and hymnals are available. 
Sermons	Online	
http://heartofcorvallis.org/recent-sermons/

Stone	Soup	Meal	Count	
Tuesday,	10/31	-	115
Saturday, 11/4 - 101
Sunday,	11/5	-	115

Staff
Rev. Matt Gordon ..................... Senior Minister
Matthew Clark ............................Choir Director 
Eric Qian ............................................... Pianist
Jill Shinkawa ...........Communications Manager
Kevin Weaver ....................................... Paladin
Lucas Teeter ..Disciples	House	Resident	Advisor
Christa Schmeder .....Director	of	Youth	Ministry
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Harvest Dinner RSVPs
Our annual Harvest Dinner takes place 
following worship on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19. We often refer to this as “Com-
mitment Sunday” - when we ask you 
to consider making an estimate of your 
gifts to the church for the coming year. 
This is a day of commitment, celebration 
and transformation. 
RSVP to the church office, with the 
number of family and friends (includ-
ing yourself) that plan to come. We also 
need your help with serving, clean-up, 
and monetary contributions to offset 
expenses. If you can help, contact Pastor 
Matt. Sign up sheets are also available 
on Sunday. 

From Last Sunday…

Top left: Steve talked about our steward-
ship theme, “Seeing a Different Future.” 
Left: In the light of the stained glass 
window, we all sang “Let There Be Peace 
on Earth.” 
Above: Matt pointed out to the kids the 
cloth embroidered with the names of 
Disciples members long passed. 



I am going to being brutally honest 
here. I see no need for anyone to own a 
gun, ever. I certainly do not see a rea-
son for anyone to own an AR-15. I am 
confused, saddened, and outraged by 
waking up to yet another mass shoot-
ing. I agree with the critics who say 
thoughts and prayers are not enough. 
We need action, we need legislation, 
and we need a shift in our relation-
ship with guns. My intention is not 
to offend any of you. I know there are 
hunters and responsible gun owners. 
I know about the second amendment, 
freedom, and the slippery slope argu-
ments. I am tired of the debate, sick of 
conversation.
We cannot grow numb and we can-
not accept this as a new reality. We are 
better than this. This is not the price of 
freedom. This is not the new normal. 
This is disturbing, sad, and horrific. We 
must act swiftly and justly. Our emo-
tion must lead us to action. We must 
start with ourselves, then eventually 
move to our spheres of influence, and 
then move towards our leaders and 
lawmakers. We need to start working 
on some inventories. For your reading 
ease, I created a list.
How do we respond to yet another act 
of domestic terrorism?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	own	guns	
and gun supplies. Are they safe? Are 
they accessible? How hard would it 
be for someone other than you to 
access your guns?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	own	
mental health. Are you seeing a 
counselor, therapist, spiritual direc-
tor on a regular basis? Should you?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	relation-
ships. Who do you love? Who needs 
your love? Are there people that you 
need to forgive? Are there areas of 
reconciliation you need to consider?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	giving.	
How are you giving back to the com-
munity? How does your time, talent, 
and treasure impact those who are 
prone to desperation, hopelessness 
and illness?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	attitudes.	
Are there some prejudices and judg-
ments that you need to consider? 
How about racist or sexist attitudes 
that you can examine?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	spheres	
of influence. Family? Co-workers? 
Church family? Neighbors? Organi-
zations? Social clubs? Can you start 
conversations in those groups?

•	 Make	an	inventory	of	your	time.	

How are you spending your work 
time? Your free time? Are you maxi-
mizing your ability to show love in 
the world? Do you practice self-com-
passion?

I will not lose hope. I will not give 
into the desperation and apathy that is 
sometimes incredibly tempting. I will 
keep talking about compassion, keep 
fighting for justice, keep practicing 
grace, and keep trusting that love wins.
Peace and love, Pastor Matt

Matt’s Minute

Rev.	Matt	Gordon	
Senior	Minister 
Church	phone:	541-753.2671	 
Email:	matt@heartofcorvallis.org

Open	Office	Hours:		
Mondays:	9:00	a.m.	-	1:00	p.m.	 
Tuesdays:	1:00	p.m.	-	-4:00	p.m.

In Support of First Christian Church, Corvallis
I/We will (check all that apply): 

n Pray for the Church and serve in the life of the Church

n Continue my current level of General Fund Giving at: 
 $ _______ per week / month / year. (circle one)

n Increase my giving to the General Fund to: 
 $ _______ per week / month / year. (circle one)

n Make a one-time gift of: 
 $ _______towards the General Fund.

Signature:  ___________________________________Date: __________

Stewardship 2018
If you misplaced your card, feel free to 
print one from the Dispatch (right) or 
pick one up at the church office. Fill it 
out and bring it with you on Commit-
ment Sunday. These estimates of giving 
help us create the budget for next year. 
Thank you for your dedication to First 
Christian Church. 

“Do not fear, greatly beloved,  
you are safe.” 

Be strong and courageous.”
- Daniel 10:9



Fall seems to be the perfect time to 
take on new challenges and opportuni-
ties. Stone Soup Corvallis, an all-vol-
unteer non-profit, has been feeding the 
hungry in Corvallis for more than 30 
years. It takes many hands to prepare 
and serve a meal 365 days each year 
and we’re looking for some new folks:
Compliance Manager: We operate 
under the guidance and regulation 
of Linn-Benton Food Share and the 
Benton County Health Department. 
We need to ensure that all comply with 
their requirements.
Meal Manager: First Christian 
Church, Saturdays (8:00 a.m.-noon) 
or Sundays (3:00-7:00 p.m.) plus some 
preparation time. Manages volunteer 
cooks, servers and clean-up folks, 
plans and organizes meals.
Mop & Lock: First Christian Church, 
Sundays (6:30-7:30 p.m.). General 
clean-up after a meal - vacuum and 
mop, take out the trash.
Cook: Thursdays at St. Marys Church 
(1:00-3:00 p.m.) 
Other Positions: On-going needs for 
most days and both locations.

If you would like to volunteer or have 
questions about these opportunities, 
please email our Volunteer Coordina-
tor at stonesouphelp@gmail.com. If 
you would like to find out more about 
Stone Soup Corvallis, please see our 
website, www.stonesoupcorvallis.org, 
or call 541-757-9725. 

In Our Prayers
Georgann Taylor
Marcene Stuart
Charlene is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery
Teanna McMahan and her family, 
especially her mother in law 
Jim Stinson 
Bud’s daughter Sue is gettinga hip 
replacement
Shannon
Doris Montgomery
Prill’s mother, Betty 
Margaret Coon 
Roger Weaver and his family
Lynnie Evans and family
For all the victims of the Texas and 
Las Vegas shootings and the New 
York City attack
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and all 
affected by hurricanes
Our world, country and leaders

Joys
Church family
Thankful for Hospice

Corvallis Youth  
Collective (CYC) Events
The Corvallis Youth Collective is a 
collaboration between our church, 
First Presbyterian Church, First United 
Methodist Church, Grace Lutheran, 
and First Congregational United 
Church of Christ (UCC). It is a won-
derful opportunity for our young folks 
to meet other youth group students in 
Corvallis. 
November 12, 4-6 p.m. - Clay night 2 

at CHS ceramics studio. For middle 
and high school students.

November 17, Tween and Teen 
Movie Night at First Presbyterian 
- Goonies (PG). Doors open at 5:30, 
movie starts at 6 p.m. I believe this 
one is open for 5th - 12th graders. I 
will double check as it gets closer!

Thanksgiving Dinner at Disciples House 
From Trang Nguyen
Thank you so much for the amaz-
ing Thanksgiving dinner, Lucas and 
friends!!! Here are some photos!

Stone Soup Volunteers -  
“Community volunteers feeding the hungry in Corvallis.” 



What’s Happening…
Womens	Group	at	the	Lasaters’
On Thursday, November 16 at 7:00 p.m. Women of the Church, you are invited 
to Dawn Lasater’s home for dessert and conversation. Let’s get to know each 
other better!

Havest	Dinner
On Sunday, November 19, after service - Harvest Dinner meal. RSVP Sign up 
sheet is in the narthex or contact the church office with the number attending 
(including yourself). We also need help serving, clean-up, and monetary contri-
butions.

Announcements… 
Advent	Booklet
The Advent Booklet is a way for us to continue that sense of belonging as we wel-
come Christ into our hearts with the daily readings. Many people today said they 
had ideas for their piece. If you are stuck about what to write I would suggest an 
option is to do an internet search about Advent. Something might spark your 
imagination. This year’s theme is: “In This House: Sacred Places and Spaces.” 
Deadline for submissions is Sunday, November 12. Submit your thoughts to 
Teresa at: ggroomers@hotmail.com

Warming	Center	Volunteer	Training
Warming Centers provide a safe, warm location for those most vulnerable dur-
ing severe weather conditions. We are organizing an army of volunteers trained 
and ready to help with a Warming Center activation when weather creates the 
need. Come learn how you can be a part of this life saving service! To register for 
Warming Center Volunteer Training visit http://signup.com/go/wePQrkJ
Location: Community Action Agency, 2475 Center St NE, Salem OR 97301
Choose from one of the dates below: Tuesday, November 7 or Thursday, Novem-
ber 16. Each training is from 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Corvallis	High	School	Volunteer	Opportunity!
Do you love to read? Are you interested in volunteering at CHS? Our English 
Workshop needs reading partners on Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 9:45 
until 10:30. The work is easy—we match you with one of our students and you 
read back and forth to one another, stopping to discuss what is happening in the 
book as needed. If interested, please contact Charlyn.ellis@corvallis.k12.or.us. 

Liturgist	Sign-Ups
I hope to develop a schedule of worship liturgists for Sunday and special worship 
services. A worship liturgist would be reading a call to worship, call to offering 
and prayer after the offering is received. To sign-up to be a liturgist, you can give 
me a call or sign up here: https://goo.gl/bx51Q7

Around Town… 
Interfaith	Potluck
We would like to invite everyone for the Interfaith Potluck on Sunday, November 
19, at 5:00 p.m. in the Upper Social Hall of St. Mary’s Church, hosted by the St. 
Vincent dePaul Society Thrift Shop. The Upper Social Hall is adjacent to the first 
parking lot on 25th Street just North of the sanctuary.

Looking Ahead
November	13
•	 	Church	office	is	closed	in	observance	of	

Veterans Day
November	14
•	 	7:00	pm	-	Board	Meeting
November	16
•	 7:00	pm	-	Women’s	Group	meets	at	the	
Lasaters’

November	19
•	 After	service	-	Harvest	Dinner
December	2
•	 10:00	am	-	Hanging	of	the	Greens
December	3
•	 First	day	of	Advent
December	10
•	 Choir	Vespers	(During	service)
December	12
•	 1:00	p.m.	-	Women’s	lunch	at	Delicias	
Valley	Cafe	

December	17
•	 During	service	-	Christmas	Pageant
•	 5:00	pm	-	Advent	Lantern	Meditation	

Walk 
December	24
•	 10:00	am	-	Sunday	worship	
•	 4:00	pm	-	Folk	service
•	 7:00	pm	-	Traditional	service

Happy Birthdays!
11/1 - Jackie Chester
11/3	-	 Paul	Chenard
11/10 - Lee Mason
11/13	-	Martin	Burrus,	Hannah	Keim,	

Jefferson Keim
11/15	-	Amy	Berry,	Brittney	Clark,	 

Irene Herbert
11/17	-	Bob	Schulz	Jr.	
11/18	-	Beth	Crawford
11/23	-	 Frank	Griswold,	Dow	Yeh
11/26	-	Cullen	Wright
11/27 - Joyce Miller, Ann Smart
Happy Anniversaries
11/9 -  Sue and Dick Cooley
11/29 - Lynnie and John Evans



5
Daylight	Saving	
Time	Ends
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School
5:30	pm-Group	4	
meets	at	Fireworks
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

6 7
3:30	pm-FCC’s	
turn	to	prep/serve	
Stone	Soup	
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

8
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

9 10 11		
Veterans	Day
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

12
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School, 
Thanksgiving	
Offering
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

13
Church	office	is	
closed in obser-
vance	of	Veterans	
Day 
7:00	pm-Finance	
Cabinet

14
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)
7:00	pm-Board	
Meeting

15
10:00	am-Bible	
Study

16
7:00	pm-
Women’s	Group	
meet at the 
Lasaters’
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

17 18
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

19
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School, 
Thanksgiving	
Offering
After	service-
Harvest Dinner
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

20
7:00	pm-Program 
Cabinet

21
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

22
10:00	am-Bible	
Study

23		
Happy		
Thanksgiving!	
Church	office	is	
closed.

24 25
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

26
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Folk/Inter-
generational Wor-
ship,	no	Sunday	
School
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

27 28
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

29
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

30 1	December 2
10	am-Hanging 
of	the	Greens
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

3
First	Day	of	
Advent
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

4 5
3:30	pm-FCC’s	
turn	to	prep/serve	
Stone	Soup	
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

6
10:00	am-Bible	
Study
7:00	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

7 8 9
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

November/December	2017	



Help	us	save	paper,	postage	and	money	- receive the newsletter electronically. 
Send	an	email	to	jill@heartofcorvallis.org	and	put	“Subscribe	Dispatch”	as	the	subject.	If	you	are	not	receiving	the	Disciples	Dispatch	 
please	inform	the	church	office.	

First Christian Church
602 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, Oregon 97333-4515
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please recycle this newsletter.

Our Vision
The First Christian Church of Corvallis is a diverse inclusive community providing a 
living witness to the compassionate Christ. From our central location in the heart of 
Corvallis, we seek out, develop, and support ministries to meet the human needs for 
physical and spiritual wholeness. On the basis of our Disciple heritage, we embrace 
the ecumenical movement, develop lay leadership, and promote intellectual freedom 
in the pursuit of truth. 
All are welcome to participate. Inclusivity is one of our most important values. 


