
Join us for Sunday Worship on 
January 21 at 10:00 a.m.
•	 9:00 a.m. - Adult Study
•	 10:00 a.m. - Service w/Sunday School 
•	 After Service - Congregational Meeting
•	 5:30	p.m.	-	Stone	Soup	Supper	 
(prep	at	3:30)

Called	to	Serve
Elders: Stu Eide, Pat Eide 
Home	Communion: Alice Kelling
Preparing	Deacons: Lisa Yarbrough 
Serving	Deacons: Sue Schulz, Janet Chenard, 

Jim Stinson, Linda Stinson* 
Coffee	Cart	and	Snack: Myron McMahan 
(coffee),	Christy	Wright	(snacks)

Flowers: na
Greeter:	Lynda Shurtleff
Sunday	Worship	Accessibility	
Large	print	bulletins	and	hymnals	available.	
Stone	Soup	Meal	Count	
Tuesday, 1/9 - 98
Saturday,	1/13	-	90
Sunday, 1/14 - 104

Staff
Rev. Matt Gordon ..................... Senior Minister
Matthew	Clark ............................Choir Director 
Eric Qian ............................................... Pianist
Jill	Shinkawa ...........Communications Manager
Kevin	Weaver ....................................... Paladin
Lucas Teeter ..Disciples	House	Resident	Advisor
Christa Schmeder ..... Director of Youth Ministry
Ruth Chadd .............................. Office Manager
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Congregational Meeting This Sunday 

Mark your calendars! Our annual 
Congregational meeting convenes im-
mediately following Sunday service on 
January 21. At this meeting our main 

agenda items are: discuss and vote on 
the annual budget, PFI Distributions, 
the Nominating Committee. Lend your 
hand and plan to attend!

New Adult Education Opportunity - Optimizing 
Brain Health
Every one over the age of 50 knows the 
sudden concern with decreasing name 
recall and a reduction in the ability to 
multi-task. But while it’s true that some 
functions decline, scientists have dis-
covered that many other brain functions 
remain stable or even improve as we age. 
They are also finding that nurture plays 
as important a role as nature to protect 
against declining function.
Optimizing Brain Health is another of-
fering in The Last Quarter adult Sunday 
School Series. We are going to briefly 
discuss causes and then spend time con-
sidering strategies to fend off cognitive 
decline. We’ll discuss diet and activity, 
stress reduction and the importance of 
maintaining a vibrant social life.

The first class is Sunday, January 28 in 
room 35, approximately 10 minutes 
after Sunday service. The class contin-
ues every other week for three or four 
sessions. Light snacks will be provided. 
These sessions will be facilitated by 
Christy Wright.

Lisa Genova gives a TED Talk: What 
you can do to prevent Alzheimer’s. 
This will be featured in the first class.



Relying on the spirit and story of the gospels, First Christian Church 
is supported primarily by donations. There is no charge for any 
event. We rely on freely given offerings to support our various minis-
tries and opportunities. 

Your contributions and gifts allow us to continue to be a radically 
inclusive, justice-driven community of faith every day of the week. 
Thank you in advance for your gifts.

Matt’s Minute

Rev.	Matt	Gordon	
Senior	Minister 
Church	phone:	541-753.2671	 
Email: matt@heartofcorvallis.org

Open	Office	Hours:		
Mondays:	9:00	a.m.	-	1:00	p.m.	 
Tuesdays:	1:00	p.m.	-	-4:00	p.m.

Frances Younger’s 
New Address 
Roger Younger sent us Frances’ 
new address. Here it is: 
Waverly Place
2853 Salem Ave SE 
Apt 176
Albany, OR 97322
Roger mentioned that Frances no 
longer has a phone, but would still 
love company and enjoys visiting 
with people in person.

There is this poem by Maggie Smith that seems appropriate on this annual day of 
remembering Dr. King’s dream.
Good Bones
“Life is short, though I keep this from my children.
Life is short, and I’ve shortened mine
in a thousand delicious, ill-advised ways,
a thousand deliciously ill-advised ways
I’ll keep from my children. The world is at least
fifty percent terrible, and that’s a conservative
estimate, though I keep this from my children.
For every bird there is a stone thrown at a bird.
For every loved child, a child broken, bagged,
sunk in a lake. Life is short and the world
is at least half terrible, and for every kind
stranger, there is one who would break you,
though I keep this from my children. I am trying
to sell them the world. Any decent realtor,
walking you through a real (mess), chirps on
about good bones: This place could be beautiful,
right? You could make this place beautiful.”
 - by Maggie Smith, “Good Bones” from Waxwing.

The truth is, it is sometimes hard not 
to drink from the cup of bitterness and 
hatred. Our God is a God of love, a 
God of hope, a God of redemption, a 
God of forgiveness, and a God of radi-
cal welcome. We cannot be too quick 
to say, “look how far we have come” or 
even “we have made so much prog-
ress.” The reason is that these state-
ments are empty platitudes in a world 
that is still in need of dreamers like Dr. 
King. The world is still in desperate 
need of people willing to take risks and 
fight for justice. The world is still in 
need of new legislation and new laws 
that will protect people and lift them 
up. We still need to fight for equality 
and resist oppression. Our divisions 

are spiritual, cultural, racial, and eco-
nomic. Yet, we still dream. We still act. 
We still love. We still preach. We keep 
working to make our country and our 
world what God intended. This place is 
beautiful, but it still needs some work.  
Peace and love,  
Pastor Matt



In Our Prayers
Lynnie Evans is receiving hospice 
care. Prayers for her and her family
Prill’s mother, Betty 
Linda and Jim Stinson
Viv Ellsworth is in the hospital 
Carol Bailey 
Charlene Lincoln
Leonard Higgins and family 
Don Zobel’s sister is being treated 
for cancer
Crystal and her grandmother 
Georgann Taylor
Marcene Stuart
Teanna McMahan and her family 
Doris Montgomery
Margaret Coon 
Roger Weaver and his family
Shannon’s job opportunities
The state of Hawaii - who were 
incorrectly alarmed of a ballistic 
missile strike
For all affected by the California 
mudslides
Nation and community - we still 
have work to do. 

Joys
Our awesome choir!

Youth Education… From Christa Schmeder
Combined Sunday School
On Epiphany Sunday, the older Sunday 
School students helped us get the stars 
placed throughout the church for our 
younger students’ journey. While the 
big kids placed stars, Emily read us a 
story about the surprise of Jesus’ birth. 
Next, we dressed up like the wise men. 
Some of us decorated our own crowns! 
When we were ready, we started our 
journey through the church. 
Quietly, we found star after star, taking 
turns pointing the way to the next. 
We walked and tried to imagine the 
surprise of finding the baby Jesus, 
wrapped up and waiting for the wise 
men in a manger. The path led us 
down the ramp, through the basement, 
and up the stairway to the third floor. 
It was fun to watch the older kids enjoy 
the younger students’ journey. Finally, 
we found a door surrounded by stars 

on the third floor. Inside, we found 
Mary and the baby Jesus. We sang 
carols and celebrated. 
After some carols, we learned about 
Epiphany traditions in other cultures. 
We left our shoes in the library to see if 
any gifts would be left inside. While we 
waited, we ate Rosca de Reyes. Some 
of us found little baby Jesus figurines 
inside our slice of bread. 
After the tasty treats, we even had 
enough time to help with the unhang-
ing of the greens! It was a special way 
to end the Christmas season. 

Corvallis	Youth	Collective	Events
Friday, February 2 (no school) - Hoo-
doo sledding trip, the cost for sledding 
if $15 (due by January 14 with permis-
sion slip). We plan to meet at 7:00 a.m. 
and be back by 4:00 p.m. Bring a sack 
lunch, snow gear, and boots! 

Much Thanks from 
Stone Soup! From Sue Schulz 
I would like to thank everyone 
who took a Stone Soup tag from 
the Christmas giving tree. We are 
grateful for the gifts and for the 
time donated to cleaning and orga-
nizing in the kitchen. Thanks from 
Stone Soup!



What’s Happening…
Women’s	Group	Events
There will be a daytime women’s event planned each month in 2018 (no evening 
events) and a “get to know you” sharing time at each. A magnet with all events 
will be handed out soon. 
1. Thursday, January 18 at 1:00 p.m. Lunch at Eats & Treats in Philomath. Come 

prepared to share about the coldest day you remember. After lunch there will 
be an optional side trip to see the temporary exhibit from the Smithsonian 
titled “Things Come Apart” at the Benton County Museum. Admission is free. 

2. Wednesday, February 14 at 1:00 p.m. Lunch at Applebee’s. 

New	Adult	Education	Opportunity	-	Optimizing	Brain	Health
Beginning on Sunday, January 28 after worship in room 35. Classes continue 
every other week for three or four sessions. We are going to briefly discuss causes 
and then spend time considering strategies to fend off cognitive decline. Light 
snacks will be provided. Classes are led by Christy Wright. 

The	Smarts	Host	Group	4
On Sunday, February 11 at 5:30 p.m. the Smarts host Group 4. Details to come.

Announcements… 
2018	Regional	Women’s	Pray	and	Play	Dates
Pray and Play Days are “mini-retreats” scheduled 4-5 times per year around the 
regional church for Disciples women and their friends to come and meet their 
sisters from nearby communities. Dates: Glenwood - 2/17, Medford - 3/3, Red 
Rock Boise - 3/10, LaGrande - 3/17, Salem First - March 24. To register go to: 
https://goo.gl/ia8ABR

The	Giving	Tree	Continues
Wishlist tags will be moved from the tree to a basket in the church office. You 
still have the opportunity to fulfill a gift tag through the middle of January. 
Please help one or more of these partner organizations. 

2018	Gathering	at	the	River	at	Belknap	Hot	Springs
It is time to begin thinking about The Gathering At The River at Belknap Hot 
Springs. Save the dates June 28, 29 and 30. We will begin registration some time 
in February but it is not to early to be thinking about attending. We have re-
served cabins, lodge rooms, tent sites and RV sites. This year we have options 
near the upper pool as well as the lower pool. For information contact Linda 
Stinson at 541 753 2714 or lindassewing66@comcast.net. 

Gone	Missing
The big red book of names is missing. Have you seen it? Did you take it home for 
research? If you know its whereabouts, contact the church office.

Liturgist	Sign-Ups
A worship liturgist would be reading a call to worship, call to offering and prayer 
after the offering is received. To sign-up to be a liturgist, you can give me a call or 
sign up here: https://goo.gl/bx51Q7

Around Town… 
Arioso	Chamber	Players	at	FCC
Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. Guest soloist, David Gustafson, tenor 
joins the Arioso trio in a set of Italian songs. The program begins with Chami-
nade’s Trio No. 1 and concludes with Beethoven’s “Ghost” trio. Adults - $12, 
seniors and students - $10, youth (0-12) free. 

Looking Ahead
January	18
•	 1:00	pm	-	Women’s	Group	meets	for	

lunch at Eats & Treats
January	21
•	 After	Service	-	Congregational	Meeting
January	22
•	 7:00	pm	-	Program	Cabinet
January	28
•	 After	Service	-	“Optimizing	Brain	
Health”

February	7
•	 9:00	am	-	Due	Knots	Meet
February	11
•	 5:30	pm	-	Group	4	gathers	at	the	
Smarts’

February	12
•	 7:00	pm	-	Finance	Cabinet
February	14
•	 1:00	pm	-	Women’s	Group	meets	for	
lunch	at	Applebee’s

•	 6:00	pm	-	Meal
•	 7:00	pm	-	Ash	Wednesday	Service
February	19
•	 Presidents	Day	-	Church	office	is	closed
•	 7:00	pm	-	Program	Cabinet

Happy Birthdays!
1/1 - Max Glenn
1/2 - Merritt Jensen
1/8	-	 Kasey	Burns
1/10	-	 Betty	Claypool,	Susan	Potter
1/11	-	 Kacy	Born
1/12 - Sean Paul Mills
1/20 - Pat Malone, Matthias John 

Doerksen-Goldwater
1/22 - Matt Gordon
1/24 - Viv Ellsworth
1/25	-	 Don	Baarstad
1/28	-	 Tom	Garbacik,	Rick	Olsen,	Charles	

Brunner
1/29	-	 Madeline	Watkins
1/30	-	 Nami	Choe,	Caitlin	Alexander
1/31	-	 Jeremiah	Evans
Happy Anniversaries
1/15	-	 Kelley	and	Aaron	Marchbanks
1/26 - Lisa Luthy and Ely Kimberlin



14
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School 
After	Service - 
Board	Meeting
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

15
Birthday	of	
Martin	Luther	
King	Jr.		
Church office is 
closed	

16
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

17
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

18
1	pm-Women’s	
Group	meet	at	
Eats & Treats

19 20
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

21
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School 
After	service-
Congregational 
Meeting
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

22
7	pm-Program 
Cabinet

23
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

24
10	am-Bible	
Study

25 26 27
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

28
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Folk	Wor-
ship,	no	Sunday	
School 
After	Service-
”Optimizing	Brain	
Health”
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

29 30
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper	(3:30		
pm	prep)

31
10	am-Bible	
Study
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

1	February 2 3
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

4
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School 
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

5 6
3:30	pm-FCC’s	
turn	to	prep/serve	
Stone	Soup	Meal
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm	prep)

7
9	am-Due Knots 
Meet
10	am-Bible	
Study
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

8 9 10
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

11
9	am-Bible	Study
10	am-Worship,	
w/Sunday School 
5:30	pm-Group	4	
at	the	Smarts’
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Supper

12
7	pm-Finance	
Cabinet

13
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm	prep)

14
10	am-Bible	
Study
1	pm-Women’s	
Lunch	at	Apple-
bee’s
6	pm-Meal 
7	pm-Ash 
Wednesday	
Service

15 16 17
10	am-Stone 
Soup	Breakfast

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

January/February	2018	



Help	us	save	paper,	postage	and	money	- receive the newsletter electronically. 
Send	an	email	to	jill@heartofcorvallis.org	and	put	“Subscribe	Dispatch”	as	the	subject.	If	you	are	not	receiving	the	Disciples	Dispatch	 
please	inform	the	church	office.	

First Christian Church
602 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, Oregon 97333-4515
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please recycle this newsletter.

Our Vision
The First Christian Church of Corvallis is a diverse inclusive community providing a 
living witness to the compassionate Christ. From our central location in the heart of 
Corvallis, we seek out, develop, and support ministries to meet the human needs for 
physical and spiritual wholeness. On the basis of our Disciple heritage, we embrace 
the ecumenical movement, develop lay leadership, and promote intellectual freedom 
in the pursuit of truth. 
All are welcome to participate. Inclusivity is one of our most important values. 


