
Join us for Folk Sunday Worship 
on February 25, 10:00 a.m.
•	 9:00 a.m. - Adult Study
•	 10:00 a.m. - Service (no Sunday School) 
•	 After Service - “Optimizing Brain Health”
•	 5:30	p.m.	-	Stone	Soup	Supper
Called	to	Serve
Elders: Rick Olsen, Tricia Martin 
Home	Communion: Susan Latham
Preparing	Deacons: Karen Griswold, Pat 

Malone 
Serving	Deacons: Hugh Olsen, Maya Herb, 

Holden Williams, Connor Williams* 
Coffee	Cart	and	Snack: Mary and Tom 

Frederick
Flowers: na
Greeter:	Vera Rush
Sunday	Worship	Accessibility:	Large print 
bulletins and hymnals are available. 
Stone	Soup	Meal	Count	
Tuesday,	2/13	-	91
Saturday,	2/17	-	105
Sunday, 2/18 - 109

Church	Staff
Rev. Matt Gordon ..................... Senior Minister
Matthew Clark ............................Choir Director 
Eric Qian ............................................... Pianist
Jill Shinkawa ...........Communications Manager
Kevin Weaver ....................................... Paladin
Lucas Teeter ..Disciples House Resident Advisor
Christa Schmeder ..... Director of Youth Ministry
Ruth Chadd .............................. Office Manager
Contact	Us
Phone:	(541)	753-2671
Email: office@heartofcorvallis.org
Website: www.heartofcorvallis.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/corvallisfcc
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Week of Compassion is the relief, 
refugee and development mission fund 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in the United States and Canada. 
We seek to equip and empower dis-
ciples to alleviate the suffering of others 
through disaster response, humanitarian 
aid, sustainable development and the 
promotion of mission opportunities.
The contribution we make today 
through the Week of Compassion 
offering —the seedling we help plant—
has effects that ripple far beyond our 
imagination and spread beyond what we 
can conceive. 

Roger and his wife worked with our 
partners at Church World Service to 
rebuild their home after Hurricane 
Matthew. (photo: CWS Haiti)

Top left: During Week of Compassion 
(WOC) Special Offering Matt challenges 
the kids to fill up the WOC donation box. 
Above: Sunday School students help 
make the Ash Wednesday meal. (Photo 
from: Christa Schmeder)
Left: New and familiar faces and voices 
blend to sing the choir anthem. 

Moments from Last Week…



The following article was published 
on February 19 from Gary Peluso, 
the president of Phillips Seminary, a 
Disciples-affiliated seminary based in 
Tulsa, OK.
-Pastor Matt
“The Hole in America’s Soul”
“There is a hole in America’s soul. The 
hole is as old as the founding of the na-
tion. Every school shooting widens the 
hole and reveals who America’s god is.
There is a hole in America’s soul. We 
were founded in violence and consti-
tutionalized the provision for a well-
armed citizen militia in case we needed 
to throw off the overlords again. Citi-
zens armed against each other is not a 
well-armed militia but an opportunity 
to widen the hole in the nation’s soul.
We were founded in violence against 
Africans, stolen from their homelands, 
de-humanized, violated in every way. 
The South and the North both benefited 
from the American slave system. We 
constitutionalized that violence in the 
3/5ths designation of African persons.
From 1860-65 the nation fought a war 
against the interests that wanted to 
preserve the slave system, with 600,000 
soldiers and civilians killed, mostly with 
cannons or guns (in addition to almost 
that many again who died of war-relat-
ed diseases and injuries).
Then Jim Crow was invented to re-
institutionalize violence against 
African-Americans. When Civil Rights 
legislation was signed in the 1960s, the 
response by the Republican leaders who 
won envisioned their party’s path was 
the so-called Southern Strategy, which 
mixed the violent, race-and-class-based 

cocktail from which some still sip.
We were founded in violence against 
the indigenous peoples of the Americas. 
Combining the late medieval Catholic 
Doctrine of Discovery with biblical ref-
erences to being the New Israel, with the 
idea of Manifest Destiny, with racism, 
and with naked greed, white authori-
ties attempted to exterminate Native 
Americans and removed survivors of 
the genocide to far-away places like 
Oklahoma.
There is a hole in America’s soul.
We continued a tradition of violence 
against any persons the Anglo-elite con-
sidered to be persons of color. In the late 
1800s and through the opening decades 
of the 1900s, such persons included the 
Irish and the Italians, both of which 
were eventually thought to be among 
the “acceptable” races.
Not so for immigrants from Mexico, 
China, and Japan. They and a host of 
other nationalities from brown or yel-
low-skinned or Muslim countries were 
not accepted as “real Americans.” Many 
of these immigrants suffered violence in 
coal mines, clothing factories, machine 
shops, and railroad construction.
We Americans are a violent people. 
And, besides creating systems of violence 
that benefit some people and disad-
vantage or denigrate others, America’s 
weapon of choice in our worship of 
violence is the gun.
Picture the multiple kinds of violence I 
name above. No one can tell the story 
of America without including guns 
as a prominent character. A citizen 
militiaman with a gun. Slave overseer 
with a gun. Land speculators, soldiers, 

and settlers killing or removing Native 
persons with guns. Blue versus Grey 
with bayonetted guns. Railroad bosses 
with guns. Warring against Mexico with 
guns. KKK terrorists with guns. Union-
busters with guns.
There is a hole in America’s soul . . .
There is nothing so American as a gun. 
With that (un)godly gun, we blast away 
at our soul. And we have the hole and 
our children’s deaths to prove it. Blessed 
be the gun.
America does not have to be this way. 
It is a choice. We can and must make a 
better choice.”

Relying on the spirit and story of the Gospels, First Christian Church 
is supported primarily by donations. There is no charge for any 
event. We rely on freely given offerings to support our various minis-
tries and opportunities. 

Your contributions and gifts allow us to continue to be a radically 
inclusive, justice-driven community of faith every day of the week. 
Thank you in advance for your gifts.

Matt’s Minute

Rev.	Matt	Gordon	
Senior	Minister 
Church	phone:	541-753.2671	 
Email: matt@heartofcorvallis.org

Open	Office	Hours:		
Mondays: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
Tuesdays:	1:00	p.m.	-	-4:00	p.m.	

Sermons	Online	
http://heartofcorvallis.org/recent-
sermons/



In Our Prayers
Chris Clausen’s friend, Bill
Mary Cotton’s mother, Doris, is 
recovering from a broken hip
Lynnie Evans is receiving hospice 
care. Prayers for her and her family
Judy Dyer had been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer 
Prill’s mother, Betty 
Bud’s former wife, Maryanne 
Viv Ellsworth 
Carol Bailey 
Charlene Lincoln
Leonard Higgins and family 
Don Zobel’s sister
Georgann Taylor
Marcene Stuart
Teanna McMahan and her family 
Doris Montgomery
Margaret Coon 
For all those affected by the 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
shooting in Florida. Wisdom and 
courage to the survivors. 

Youth Education… From Christa Schmeder

Children Worship 
and Wonder Train-
ing May 2018
CW&W is a worship process for 
young children. Several of our re-
gional churches have participated 
in CW&W for more than 15 years. 
The CW&W training assists the 
storyteller leaders to engage chil-
dren in the stories of the Bible and 
integrate the stories into worship-
ful play and learning.
Murray Hills Christian Church 
is hosting a training the 2 days 
preceding Regional Assembly 
in May so that people can come 
to both events in one trip if they 
desire. Watch our website, www.
oidisciples.org, and newsletters for 
registration information.

Dear First Christian Church, 
Thank you so much for your gift of 
$912.00 to Northwest Christian Uni-
versity. With your help, we’re advancing 
our mission to foster wisdom, faith and 
service through academic excellence 
with a Christ-centered community. 
Our students are experiencing an engag-
ing, transformative experience as they 
learn and prepare for their calling in life 
among professors who know them by 
name and care about the whole person. 
Thank you for making this possible.
A few highlights about what is happen-
ing at NCU: 
•	We’re	enjoying	record	enrollment	

again, as we push over 825 under-
graduate and graduate students. 

•	We’re	launching	two	new	Masters-
level programs in Nursing and Leader-
ship.

•	Our	women’s	basketball	team	is	
ranked in the top fifteen... 

There’s more good news to pass on. But 
for now, know how grateful we are for 
your tangible help. Please let us know 
how we can serve you in any way. 
Yours truly, 
Keith Potter, D.D., Vice President for 
Advancement

Permanent Fund Income Shaping the Future: 
Northwest Christian University

Classroom	Updates
Preschool - 1st Grade, with Vicki
Sunday, we watched a couple of videos 
and read a book on the “Love One An-
other” scripture. We talked about kind-
ness and sharing. We wrote L-O-V-E 
in white crayon and painted over it 
with watercolors. Love is always there!
2nd - 5th Grade, with Leah
We continued our discussion about 
love. We learned about agape love. 
Agape love is sometimes described 
as the kind of love that God has for 
us - unconditional, not measurable, 
without end. It is love through action 
or selflessness and it is the love we are 
called to show others, even the strang-
ers or the hard to love folks.
Middle and High School, with Emily 

and Miranda
We acted out the Exodus story. We 
listened to an article from the Gazette 
Times about the importance of one-
on-one connection as our community 
becomes more beautifully diverse, 
while we ate some tasty matzo. Matzo 
is an unleavened flatbread that is part 
of Jewish cuisine. It was a bread the 
Jewish people could make quickly to 
carry with them as they left to escape 
slavery. The students talked about 
when they have experienced being the 
“other”, the stranger, or the new kid. 
The high school students from CHS 
shared some of their experiences about 
a human rights assembly that they at-
tended at school. We have very mature 
and thoughtful middle and high school 
students.



What’s Happening…
New	Adult	Education	Opportunity	-	Optimizing	Brain	Health
Classes continue on Sundays, February 25, and March 11, after worship in room 
35. We will discuss the effects of diet, exercise, social contacts, and loneliness. We 
will briefly discuss causes and consider strategies to fend off cognitive decline. 
Light snacks will be provided. Classes are led by Christy Wright. 

Due	Knots	Meet
On Friday, March 2 at 9:30 a.m. in room 35. Please come and help us tie quilts 
for at-risk kids in our community. We take time to have tea and conversation. 
Please join us, especially if you can operate an iron or tie square knots!

Women’s	Group	Event	in	March
A women’s event is planned for each month in 2018 and a “get to know you” 
sharing time at each. On Wednesday, March 15 at 1:00 p.m we are having lunch 
at Blue Sky Chinese Restaurant.  

Announcements… 
Regional	Christian	Church	February	Newsletter
February newsletter for the Christian Church of Oregon and SW Idaho:  
https://goo.gl/r8pRzi

Purse	and	Bag	Drive
Thank you for your generous donations of bags and purses! Now we need dona-
tions of hygiene items - toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, etc. to fill the bags. Bring 
your donations to church on any Sunday in February and give them to Christa. 
For more information, contact Christa. (christa@heartofcorvallis.org )

2018	Gathering	at	the	River	at	Belknap	Hot	Springs
Register for Gathering at the River at Belknap Hot Springs - June 28, 29 and 30. 
Registration forms and information will be available after service. Cabins, lodge 
rooms, tent sites and RV sites have been reserved. This year we have options near 
the upper pool and lower pool. For information contact Linda Stinson at  
(541) 753-2714 or lindassewing66@comcast.net. 

FCC	2018	Directories	Available!	
The 2018 First Christian Church, Corvallis directory is available for you. Drop 
by the church office to pick one up. While you are looking at it check that your 
contact information is correct. Send any updates to Ruth, our office manager, at: 
ruth@heartofcorvallis.org

2018	Regional	Women’s	Pray	and	Play	Dates
Pray and Play Days are “mini-retreats” scheduled 4-5 times per year around the 
regional church for Disciples women and their friends to come and meet their 
sisters from nearby communities. Dates: Medford - 3/3, Red Rock Boise - 3/10, 
LaGrande - 3/17, Salem First - March 24. To register go to: https://goo.gl/ia8ABR

Around Town… 
Marion	County	Community	Homeless	Connect
Tuesday, March 27, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Salem First Baptist Church, 395 
Marion St NE, Salem. Community Homeless Connect is a one-day resource and 
health fair connecting homeless and those at-risk of homelessness with much 
needed services and resources. 
Want to volunteer? Attend an orientation the evening before, on Monday, March 
26 from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. at Salem First Baptist Church. For more information 
and to register go to: https://signup.com/group/307694084080

Looking Ahead
February	25
•	 Week	of	Compassion	Special	Offering
•	 After	Service	-	Adult	education	class:	

“Optimizing Brain Health”
March	11
•	 After	Service	-	Adult	education	class:	

“Optimizing Brain Health”
March	12
•	 7:00	pm	-	Finance	Cabinet
March	15
•	 1:00	pm	-	Women’s	lunch	at	Blue	Sky	

Chinese Restaurant
March	19
•	 7:00	pm	-	Program	Cabinet
March	25
•	 Palm	Sunday
March	29
•	 6:00	pm	-	Maundy	Thursday	Seder	Meal
March	30
•	 7:00	pm	-	Good	Friday	Service	at	First	

Presbyterian Church
April	1-	Easter	Sunday!	
•	 6:30	am	-	Sunday	Morning	5K	walk/run
•	 8:00	am	-	Easter	“Sunrise”	Service
•	 9:00	am	-	Easter	breakfast
•	 10:00	am	-	Easter	Worship
April	18
•	 1:00	pm	-	Women’s	lunch	at	Broken	

Yoke Cafe

Happy Birthdays!
2/9 - Stephen Chenard, Eric Eide
2/12 - Linda Stinson
2/13	-	 Christa	Schmeder
2/19 - Lilly Marchbanks
2/24	-	 Pamella	Doerksen
2/26	-	 Emily	Herb,	Marjorie	Jackson,	 

Vicki Young

Regional Assembly, 
May 18-19, 2018
Regional Assembly on May 18-19, 
2018 hosted by Portland First 
Christian Church. Guest speakers: 
Rev. Sandhya Jha, Dr. Timothy 
James and Blanca Puma. 



18
9	am-Bible Study
Week	of	Com-
passion	(WOC)	
Offering
10	am-Worship, 
w/Sunday School 
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup Supper

19
Presidents	Day 
- Church office is 
closed
7	pm-Program 
Cabinet

20
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm prep)

21
10	am-Bible 
Study

22 23 24
10	am-Stone 
Soup Breakfast

25
9	am-Bible Study
WOC	Offering
10	am-Folk Worship, 
no Sunday School 
After	Service-
”Optimizing Brain 
Health”
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup Supper

26 27
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm prep)

28
10	am-Bible 
Study
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

1	March 2 3
10	am-Stone 
Soup Breakfast

4
9	am-Bible Study
10	am-Worship, 
w/Sunday School 
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup Supper

5 6
3:30	pm-FCC’s	
turn to prep/serve 
Stone Soup Meal
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm prep)

7
10	am-Bible 
Study
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

8 9 10
10	am-Stone 
Soup Breakfast

11
9	am-Bible Study
10	am-Worship, 
w/Sunday School 
After	Service-
”Optimizing Brain 
Health”
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup Supper

12
7:00	pm-Finance 
Cabinet

13
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm prep)

14
10	am-Bible 
Study
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

15
1	pm-Women’s	
Lunch at  
Blue Sky Chinese  
Restaurant

16 17
10	am-Stone 
Soup Breakfast

18
9	am-Bible Study
10	am-Worship, 
w/Sunday School 
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup Supper

19
7:00	pm-Program 
Cabinet

20
5:30	pm-Stone 
Soup	Meal	(3:30		
pm prep)

21
10	am-Bible 
Study
7	pm-Choir 
Rehearsal

22 23 24
10	am-Stone 
Soup Breakfast

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

February/March	2018	



Help	us	save	paper,	postage	and	money	- receive the newsletter electronically. 
Send	an	email	to	jill@heartofcorvallis.org	and	put	“Subscribe	Dispatch”	as	the	subject.	If	you	are	not	receiving	the	Disciples	Dispatch	 
please inform the church office. 

First Christian Church
602 SW Madison Avenue
Corvallis, Oregon 97333-4515
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please recycle this newsletter.

Our Vision
The First Christian Church of Corvallis is a diverse inclusive community providing a 
living witness to the compassionate Christ. From our central location in the heart of 
Corvallis, we seek out, develop, and support ministries to meet the human needs for 
physical and spiritual wholeness. On the basis of our Disciple heritage, we embrace 
the ecumenical movement, develop lay leadership, and promote intellectual freedom 
in the pursuit of truth. 
All are welcome to participate. Inclusivity is one of our most important values. 


